
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.  C .  

Appl ica t ion  No. 11486, of  F lorence  & Frank V.   ow ling, pursuant  
t o  Sec t ion  8207.2, f o r  a  s p e c i a l  except ion  t o  change a  noncon- 
forming use  from r e t a i l  book s t o r e ,  a r t  o b j e c t s ,  p r i n t s ,  p a i n t i n g s  
and a n t i q u e s ,  ( f i r s t  f l o o r )  t o  a  r e t a i l ,  book s t o r e ,  a r t  o b j e c t s ,  
p r i n t s ,  p a i n t i n g s  and a n t i q u e s  and a  law o f f i c e ,  ( f i r s t  f l o o r )  a s  
provided under Sec t ion  7104.2 a t  523 C o n s t i t u t i o n  Avenue, N . E . ,  
Lot  55, Square 839. 

HEARING DATE : September 1 9 ,  1973 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: October 3 ,  1973 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Sub jec t  p rope r ty  i s  improved wi th  a  f o u r  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  t h r e e  apar tments  on t h e  2nd, 3rd and f o u r t h  f l o o r s .  This  
a p p l i c a t i o n  concerns t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  on ly ,  which is  p r e s e n t l y  used 
a s  a  r e t a i l  book s t o r e .  

2 .  Appl icant  i n t e n d s  t o  o p e r a t e  a  c a t a l o g  o f f i c e  f o r  h i s  
book s t o r e  and r e n t  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  t o  a  lawyer. The 
dimensions of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  16 x  57. 1 6  2 40 w i l l  be occupied 
by t h e  law o f f i c e  and 16 x  17 by t h e  book s t o r e .  

3 .  No o n - s i t e  park ing  w i l l  be provided.  

4 .  A p p l i c a n t ' s  tenant- lawyer  s t a t e d  t o  t h e  Board t h a t  he  
i n t e n d s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  neighborhood law o f f i c e  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
wi th  c l i e n t s .  H e  p r e s e n t l y  has  an o f f i c e  downtown and would be 
a b l e  t o  i n t e rv i ew c l i e n t s  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  

5. Opposi t ion was r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The Board i s  of  t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  owner should 
s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  nonconforming u s e  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of  
premises i n s t e a d  extending t h e  p r e s e n t  u se  t o  another  p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  1st f l o o r .  

The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  ex t ens ion  of t h i s  nonconforming 
use w i l l  have an adverse  a f f e c t  upon t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  and 
f u t u r e  developments o f  t h e  neighborhood. 

ORDERED : 

THAT THE ABOVE APPLICATION BE, DENIED,  WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
SUBJECT TO REFILING WITH A STRAIGHT SUBSTITUTION FOR A NON- 

CONFORMING USE. 
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V o t e :  3-1-0, (Mr .  H a r p s  n o t  vo t ing ,  L i l l a  B u r t  C u m r n i n g s ,  E s q . ,  
d i s s e n t i n g ) .  

BY ORDER O F  THE D. C. BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
fl JAMES E .  MILLER 

Secretary t o  t h e  B o a r d  

F INAL DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER: DEC 1 9  1973 


